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A Chronology of Chang Liu-suen, the Founder of the Hsilian chiao %7%,
A New Taoist Sect of the Yuan Dynasty

Chang Liu-suen (1247-1321) was one of the two prominent Taoist priests in the Yuan
Dynasty (1277-1367). This is a considered opinion shared by the authors of both the History of
the Yuan Dynasty and the New History of the Yuan Dynasty. Ke Shaw-min (FIE)Z), the
author of the New History even hinted that Chang Liu-suen was more important than Chiu
Ch’u-chi (EFga%, A. D. 1148-1227), the other prominent Taoist priest immediately preceding
Chang. Yuan Chtich (##4), a contemporary and friend of Chang went even further to say that
Chang “with his wonderfully pure charcter stood out noticeably from the common people ({§%
#u#3) and almost surpassed such great personages in the history of Taoism as Tao Hung-ching
(MaBLEs, A. D. 451-536) and Yeh Fah-tsing (3EE#, A. D. 616-720).” But today very few people
know who Chang Liu-suen was. In the interest of the study of history, especially the history of
Taoism, the present study is an attempht to rediscover Chang Liu-suen, the man and his life. In
order to be exact and detailed, the deeds and preceptive words of Chang Liu-suen are recorded
in this article year by year.

The turning point in Chang Liu-suen’s illustrious life came in 1276 when, at the age of 29,

he left the Dragon-Tiger Mountain, the Taoist “Vatican” in Kiangsi Province, and went to
Peking with his leader, Chang Tsung-yen (3E538i), then the Taoist Pope, to answer a summons
to the court by the new Mongol Emperor, Kublai Khan (1214-1294). During the interview the
young Taoist attracted the attention of Kublia Khan and was kept in the Court while the Taois;
Pope went home. During his forty-seven years of public service in the Court of five successive
Mongol Emperors Chang Liu-suen made valuable achievements in the realm of both religion and
government.
" Chang was great in the area of religion because he twice saved the Taoist religion {rom
being crushed. The first isnstance was when he persuaded Kublai Khan not to destory the
hereditary system of the Taoist Papacy, which was founded by the first Taoist Pope, Chang
(Tao)Ling (3 (), A. D. 34-156) in the Han Dynasty (206 B. C.-219 A. D.). At the same times
he declined his appointment as a new Taoist Pope in place of hisleader, Chang Tsung-yen. The
second instance was in the 1280°s when he pursuaded the Crown Prince, Prince Yu, to ask
Kublai Khan to withdraw the order to burn the Taoist books which are the life-source of the
Taoist Religion.

During the reigns of four succeeding emperors, Chang Liu:suen devoted his time to reviving
the Taoist religion. He preached and expcounded Tacist teachings to the emperors and high
officials, and performed Taoist masses in the palace and in the temple especially built for him.
The' result was that in spite of attacks by the Buddhists, more sets of the Taoist classics (&)
were installed in the Taoist temples and more Taoist paper chamrs were accepted by the people’



r

+ £ — LT BRI G R R 29

Five reasons for the greatness of Chang Liu-suen in the political sphere may be mentioned.
First, he protected the Chinese people and especially the Chinese scholars from being mistreated
by the Mongolians, even recommending various scholars for posts in the Mongol Court. Second,
he caused the Han-lin (##k, Literary) and Tsi-hsien (£, Religious) academy to be separated
into two independent academies. Third, he helped manitain the prestige of the Yu-shih Tai (141
B E:) which was the traditional Chinese Censor’s Office and is still an integral part of ou,
present “five-power government.” Fourth, he supported the famous engineer, Kuo Shou-ching (Z
Sk, 1231-1316) in his daring project of opening up the Tung-hui Canal (i 72 yi) which connected
Peking to Tung-chow where the Grand Canal ended. Fifth, he assisted Kublai Khan in making
the important decision to appoint as premier Wan Che (58#:; %738, P#)¥), whose loyalty and
wisdom was fully proved when he assisted the young emperor to rule the country after the death
of Kublai Khan.

Because of his recognized ability, loyalty, and the meritorious achievements, Chang Liu-suen
was made the Supreme Minister (-Jf), the head of the new Taoist Hstian Chiao (ZF2ER ,
the president of the Tsi-hsien Academy, and the Supreme premier (4iE) by Kublai Khan and
the succedding emperors.

The famous artist and scholar Chao Meng-fu (H#FM, 1254-1322) at the order of the
emperor, composed a biography of Chang Liu-suen and copied it his own distinctive style. A
photo-copy of the rare rubbings of the tablet is attached to this article.



